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15 N evity age of the world, and among | 
people of every nation and language un- 


der heaven, (if we may credit the teſti- 


mony of hiſtory and experience) there 
have been found many virtuous, thought- 


ful and enquiring minds; who, from an 
attentive obſervation of the moral as well 
as phyſical diſorders incident to the preſent 


ſyſtem of things, from a perſonal expe= 


"Tience of the unavoidable miſeries conſe- 
quent thereupon, and from a ſecret irre- 
fiſtible deſire and longing after ſome ſu- 
perior but unknown 5 of being, have 
been led to form theſe moſt philo 1 
and pious concluſions, VIZ. ar 
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Trar thei preſent 880 of exiſtenes. 
could not poſſibly be the ſame, for which 
they were rig intended- by a being 
of infinite wiſddm, goodneſs and love; that 
the intelligent and immortal ſpirit within 
them could not have been created merely - 
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bw, and felt, and admired, within and 
E without them, could not have been im- 
| '- prefled by the divine FIA upon that mix- 
dure of darkneſs, deformity and confuſion, 
in whic 2 hey now appear ; that the pri- 
mæval ony and luſtre of the creation 


muſt by ſome means or other have been 
marred 15 ſpoiled ; and that, for theſe 


5 OY wg . reaſons, theyeould not but conſider them- 


Ee bi * en inhabitants of A fallen 


"It * + 


+ £0 1 3 Ailorders muſt 


10 procceded ſolely from the depravity 


the divine natur, put from their own ob- 

) {ſervation and experience of the innumera- 
ble evils that Here produced in themſelves 
ie others, Whenever their wills and af- 


1 Ws £1 kections devigte from the ſtrait paths bf - 


virtue, and wandered in the mazes of vice. 


And yet they ſaw---and yet they felt 


that ſo numerous and powerful were the 
Ei - temptations and ſuggeſtions on the fide of 
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- &.0 . 9 .23--£> 


V 
N 
t] 
0 
I 
t. 
tl 
E: 
d 


C( 


fe 
tl 


re 
t] 


te 


' * 


g 


. 


| 1 | | 2 N 
of their good and powerful! Cur a bon 2 ; 1 a 


+. 


nought but the ſupernatural Illu 
and direction of his BLESSED. SPIRIT 
could reſcue them from the dominion" 
their paſſions, open their underſtandingg 
to the ſight of TRUTH, and incline then 
wills to the purſuit and practice of Goon 
NESS. This affectionate intercourſe with 
their CREATOR, they conſidered as the 
1 oe urce of their rai and happineſs, 


exiles in a foreign land, and looked u 
death as the ſeaſon of their deliveranes, 
of their 1 return to their native co 


and re- union with nga father and kindred 
{oth in glory, | * 4 
"Maxy traces of this ſublime Fe 


do we meet witk 3 in the lives and. 
writings of the virtuous: "heathen, For, 


howeyer they may differ from us in their 


modes of conception and expreſſion, a diſ- 


cexning mind will ſoon diſcoxer, that their 
feelin 1 * cengenial with gur own; ane 


that wanted but the aids of external 
revelatich to enable them to ſpeak. what 


they kney, and teſtif what they hop.” is N 
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life, as the only earneſt of their fu- 
ture and final felicity # the next. Hence 
they regarded th elves as ftrangers. an andy” as 
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dhe nobleſt and moſt indubitable teſtimo- 
12 wes to the great truths mentioned above. 
Por w hatſoever ſcattered Rays of know- 
/ -Tedge or of" goodneſs are found here and 
there gleaming through the ſhades of 5 
. - whatſvever the thrice- great 
ERMEs delivered as oracles from his ſa- 
cred tripos ;==-whatſoever a PyTHAGo- 
RAS) a SOCRATES, an EPICTETUS, a 
8 _ ZOROASTER, or a Conrucivs, have la- 
. bouxed to ingulcate upon the hearts of their 
Wn eee this, and infinitely more, | 
= 1 E any corrupt or ſuperſtitious mix- 
13 do we find expreſly revealed, with 
all ry marks of Aivine authority ty, inthe 
holy {criptares-=-all this, and infinitely 
more, *. we find beautifully exemplified 
„ "wy thoſe lives and ſayings of patriarchs, 
_—_ * +  - prophets and apoſtles, which are recorded 
3 » r our inſtruction and imitation in the 
Old Teſtament ; as well as in the New, 
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1 * off truth and virtue do all with one voice, 
Ss _ = expreſs their ſenkibility of the evils 
aud miſeries of their prelen®ftate of ex- 

FE © - "> iftence, and their ardent 1 irations after 

$8Y . another and a better ſtate. They all with 

=. > one voice acknowledge he vanity and in- 

* &. | [ ene of TY 7 1 
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and the indiſpe nfible- now > oſs ſet-⸗ oo + £84 
ting the affeckions on things above, not 
on things on the earth.“ They l with 
one voice pronounce their ſtate in this. 
world to be that of ſtrangers or. exiles 
conſider their temporary pilgrimage bes 5 
as only intended to purifſy and „ 7 
Ahe for a ſtate of eternal peace and hap- 12 
5 5 hereafter. In a word, they all with 
one voice declare, that there is n other 
method, by which they can be redeemed 
from the evils of theit preſent life,” and 
qualified for the bleſſings of afutyge, but 
go by a perpetual communion: with eat 


h ' FATHER OF THEIR SPIRITS, kepyiup 

ce on his part by kind and liberal e ets * 
y his own eſſential goodnels ; and on theirs, 
d kv an affectionate and ardent inclination 
„ of their wills and deſires toward im, and 
d a grateful reception, and faithful inprove- 
e 4 wens gr. his Jovingy omm nien | 


IM * Ix DER this Old Tikiment, this Pleſſed 

8 ; ee, was underſtood and felt by pa- 

| triarchs and Prophets through the outward” 
$ means of-(aerifices, types, and various ce- 
R remonies an@ardinances, all predictive and” 
1 expreſſive of a certain redeeming proceſs, | 


Which, in the fullneſs of time, was to 
be accompliſhed for human nature; in 
; the We of a fullering and triumphant %s 2 

hw ar Way 
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out doubt, we are 
5 : And a % little acquaintance 
+ — . willSe ſufficient to inform 


eee forth; with meridian luſtre, in — 


ncarnatſen and nativity, life and conver- 
ſation, ſufferings, death, reſurr&&on and 


. whoſe-facred perſon the divine and human 
"natures were moſt happily united, to the 
end, that as the Son oF Man and Sox 


5 or Gop, he might communicate to every 
SON Of Man, 22. ſhould receive his te- 


ſtimoily, and believe in his Name, the 
F datein Son oF Len 8 


. therefore, be the true and o 
| L by which ours is to be regulated. 
As ** ed., ſo ſhould we live alſo; and” 


alcenfion+ of the BLESSED Jesvs; in 
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His: Jife 8 ene open earth, 


conſider this world in the ſame point of 
view, allFrcat i it 9 ſame manner tame; 


he did. . 
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Old Teſtament have lived or ipp accord- 
el, ſo fa 


ing to the ſpirit of his go r, with- 


dot to follow their 


did all eat of the ſame 
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anf did all drink of the 
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upon the eme egi N with ww. at 
thoſe, who have ſince» liyed under et 2 Aa ox 
light of the goſpel, and have Known and 5 bk - os; 
found this meat and drink to be 'nq\other 4 
than thoſe ſpiritual emanations of truth 
and love, which we all receive, or may” 
receive, from Cukisr OUR COMMON * 
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vrouk. | EY ep y * 4 . . 
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that he was a ſtranger and E 
with Gop, as all his rx. of were, what 
was this, but an expreſs declaration, that, 
though he was Way with a — 575 
and clad in the robes alty; — 4 
he had his reſidence in A 4 
'» Judea, andexerciſed an abſolute ſoveretyn- 
ty over the whole realm, he confidered 
- 'himſelf, nevertheleſs, as a ſtranger in a 
ſtrange land, far diſtant from is native > '% 
country, ſurrounded: by a multitude of 
enemies, who were perpetually upon the 
watch to take advantage of any little mi- 
ſtake he might commit, perpetually 
arms agai * ae mie, if. they- : 4 
3 — to rob him at once of his 
5 dom and his {What was it but 2 
an humble acknowledgment of his own 
ſpiritually Helpleſgand * condition? 
and at the fame time an affectionate inti- 


"manu of his ſecret hope, that, as his 
e . 


1 Ws oy 1 FAG eircum⸗ 
3 +5 45 | * bx a *Rances Ke was: now in, and had experi- 
| N Hp enge the kind interpoſition of heaven for 
FR their.relicf. and comfort, Gop would be 
graciouſly pleaſed to continue to him the | 
4 Joving-kindneſs, , accompany, , ſa 
2 port and protect him through his pain al 
/ © AJojourn, and conduct him, ſafe to thoſe 
bdeleſſed abodes, which he had prepared for 
the reception of every true ſpiritual Iſrael- 
ite. For I am a ſtranger with thec, and 
5 3 n as all Oy fathers were.” 8 
Upon this view of things, and under 
the anfluence of theſe principles, he com- 
_ poſed: the pathetic, plalm, from whence 
my tent is taken; Which exhibits to us a 
lively tepreſentation of the vanity and 
ſhorxtneſt of human life, the difficulties, 
Which attend our pilgrimage through this 
+. world the prudence and circumſ ection, 
Which the pilgrim muſt obſerve, the ene- 
mies he muſt expect to encounter on the 
way, ahd the confidence he muſt repoſe 
in the ſtrength of a, ſupetior and almighty 
arm, in order to * to himſelf Syccels 
* 0 Netory. Kir * Wes 
"4 Tur truth of ais repreſentation we 
: find abundantly. confirmed by the whole 


tenor. of N TBA apoſtate 
ſeraph 
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ſeraph i is there called « Thx; Fry” 
THIS WORLD, .,THE PRINCE... OF proce 
PowER oF THE AIR, from which, and 


other expreſſions of the like import, 


may juſtly conclude, that he Was once in 
poſſeſſion of this very ſyſtem which we _ 
inhabit---"Twas the ſphere. of glory, n 
which he moved, whilſt his luſtre yet cen 


mained unfaded. Envious, jealous of its 
new inhabitants, he is p * walk- 


ing about, ſeeking whom he may devour.” 


He avails himſelf of that earthly nature, 


which we inherit from our fallen anceſtor, 
inſinuates himſelf through its foul ple 


nels into our inmoſt hearts, {ſeduces 

from the ſteps of innocence-and.v = 
and, unleſs timely. reſcued by A Tuperior | 
power, will harry us headlong into the 


I of his own dark and fiery kingdom. 
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On the uche hind: cheGop of Lieur . 
and Love, who reigns ſupreme in his 3 


own KINGDOM of. Lich and Tarn. i 
moſt affetionately.ap xious for our pre 
vation. P nous ;purpole,; [ 
cauſes his light to ſhine- forth. in the 


3 of our 9 diſcovers. to us the ſebret | 


hoſtile intentions of our malicious Enemy; 
calls upon us to fly from his infernal wiles, 


and invites us 12 as himſelf, in his N 


17 ee elem * , with ſweet a 
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= ae of peace. Cr) en here, and 
2 1 Honour and immortality hereafter. 


= II. "FR the man, witch miſtaken keirr | 
bp. "6 ealily opens to the falſe friendſhip of 
Bis flattering foc---He walks upon en- 
chanted dT here is no reality in 
the ſurrounding ſcene Every object is 
viſionary- The flowers have no real fra- 
_ grance-==the fruits no real flavour or nou- 
riſhment.- He plucks and eats but {till 
remains unſatisfied- He plucks and eats 
again He diſcovers the deluſion-— and 
t the delufion pleaſes him. -The wily 
| enchanter leads him at one time into the 
dens of PLE asURB-=-at another, con- 
udts him to the pompous edifice of Au- 
ITI at another,, opens upon his ra- 
1 viſhed ſight the ſplendid treaſures, which 
Männe offers to his foolith votaries,--- 
Mich chis pretended friend and guardian 
= de walks the tireſome W plexſe and 
. tranſported with every nei proſpect— put 
14+ loathing the objects adioon as poſſeſſed. 
In the While, the calls of a ſuperior 
nature ate totally diſregarded, andthe ſoul 
is ſuffered I; ami within the * * 
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penetrated by a ray of that univetſal links” 
„which lighteth every mag that cometh 
into the world,” than ĩt opens with chear- 


fulneſs and gratitude, to receive more tg | 
more of the ſalutary effulgence. He 3 
within himſelf a ſource of ſenſibilities, 


which correſpond to a world f objects far 
more real and ſublime, than aught that 


meets his outward. ſenſes in this ſhadowy. 
ſcene. He finds - he feels the preſence 
of a true friend and guardian, Whoſe un- 


limited power can controul the open or 


ſecret attacks of his falſe friend and ſe. 
ducer; whoſe wiſdom can furniſh him with, 


every kind of knowledge, that is neceflary: 


to his real Felicity ; and whoſe. inefable | 


love is perpetually feeding and refreſhin 
the angel, that is within him, with ſuc 


fruits and flowers as are of celeſtial growth, 


7 and ſuĩted to its celeſtial frame. With this 


guardian Gop, he walks the wilds of na- 


ſmiles and frowns of his ſpiritual adyerſa- 
ries. He conſiders himſelf as a ger 
and ſojournet ens vale of miſery;. and, 
under the conduct of unefing ind 


and almighty. love, N . painful 


pleaſing journey to ꝗ bette e n 
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=. Rm une is ; not all. Care, prudenee, 
$1 bee and confidence in Gop, 


are not only indiſpenfibly 3 to ſe- 
dure to us a ſafe and 2 ee 
e 575 but they are likewiſe the 


"bs; che only preparative for an ha 
. md; deere le 8 1 | "ly 
13 Ren "hs 
N Mbabigers and Wie we ou b. 
to-live under a conſtant expectation of be- 
ing called home to our native country, 
28 ation will be either pleaſing or 
I painful; according as we are more or leſs 
pared for the awful ſummons. The 
— — we cannot diſpenſe With. The 2 
: time in RON it 7 be rom is 


T 1-9 


e of * TOO a 8 5 view 


1 5 ad ſome, 2 within a very few 
Ss . dJiys, may Id the curtain drop, and 


mt out every ſeene of temporal nature 
| . from bur view. With 'reſf _ 1 uy 4 * 1 
= with a mighty. — Jo wil otra 
F— enced, and the moon turned inte blood; 
the ſtars will fall from heaven, and FTA 
powers of heaven will be ſhaken. Death, 
judgment, heayen or hell will then be rel 
=  alized to our diſembodied e 
= oo” is holy will be * ind he that 
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is filthy will be ch am. 8 bene „ 
tion of this outward body Will cloſe he 5 3 by 
ſeaſon of divine grace; c hopes or the 0 of 


fears, the happineſs or gh miſery of man, 
will be determined by his expiring breath}. 
and his Gop will be manifeſted to him, 
ther in the mild majeſty of his love, n 
the : confuning. fire of his rat... 
5 | 4 WF EL. TONS. At 
War idds c the ſolemnity of 7 
nent ſuddennels 


dread moment is the freq 
of its approach. The king of terror - 


ten knocks at the door, when the maſter + 


of the houſe is by no means pre for 
the awful viſit; Nay, he frequently, paiſes © 
by the habitations of age, ity and © 
_ diftreſs, and thunders forth his tremendous | 
ſummons. in the ears of the young, ne 
gay and the-robuſt. Neither cons: for- 
tune, nor ſuperior ſtation, can protract the 
fleeting date of life. "The monareh tum 
bles from his ag 1 and, after the mo- 
tary hongurs of a funeral, 
ae his bed in a e 
as poor and undiſtiaguiſhed 1352 the late te 
nant of the homely-cottape: 
and virtue cannot ſkreen their 18 ae 
death's unerring ſhafgy büt he is ſometimes 
permitted to ſnatch away the moſt amiable 
an of both, in order to awaken the 
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